places that exercised a peculiar claim upon the attention of Jews, most of them further east than the battle grounds of the Crusades.
They traveled independently
and no doubt were not by any means the only Jews who undertook such excursions. The outstanding value of the pilgrimages of Benjamin of Tudela and Petachia of Regensburg lies in the fact that each was recorded. These two travelers left behind independent accounts of what they did, where they went, and what they saw, and in those accounts, which corroborate each other to a certain extent, evidence is found of a remarkably well developed Jewish cult of holy places. .
For the most part, though not exclusively, the holy sites in question are burial places: significant graves both in the Holy Land and elsewhere, tombs of people who had played a major role in almost any phase of Jewish history. Many of these graves were regarded as places of miraculous cures; some of them were the focal point around which legends accumulated; and some had synagogues constructed over or in conjunction with them. In these and other lesser respects, they closely resembled the Christian maryria. Yet graves were by no means the only holy places that attracted the devotion of the pious Jew. There were also certain archaeological monuments that, if not strictly speaking holy, were certainly of special significance. Benjamin of Tudela noted a number of these in the ancient city of Rome Such, for instance, was the so- Benjamin does not appear actually to have seen the columns that wept on the anniversary of the destruction the Temple, but the three statues are well attested in other medieval sources.4 For obvious reasons, the first two of these would assume particular importance in local Jewish folklore, and Benjamin indicates that these were by no means the only monuments the Jews of Rome invested with a peculiar significance. They told him, for instance, that Pozzuoli, "Sorrento the Great," was built by Zur, son of Hadadezer, "when he fled in fear of King David," and that it was fear of King David and of Joab that led Romulus to construct the fortification of the city.5 5
What seems to have happened is that the Jews of Rome had evolved an imaginary Jewish world for themselves in their exile; Italy had become, as it were, a fantasy Palestine, providing them with that which they lacked, a strong sense of continuity with their past and with their homeland.
Something of the same kind of identification can be detected in other instances elsewhere, in Spain, for instance,6 benjamin of Tudela, Tlu Itinerary of Benjamin of Tudela, M.N. Adler, cd. and trans. (Oxford, 1907) 
